
What is an Arboretum? 
          ¿Qué es un Arboreto?

An arboretum is more than a park! It is a collection of trees and shrubs dedicated to research, 
education, and conservation. It provides a space for scientific study, public learning, and recreational 
exploration. These living collections emphasize the ecological and educational value of tree species! 

¡Un arboreto es más que un parque! Es una colección de árboles y arbustos dedicados a la investigación, 
la educación y la conservación, que brinda un espacio para el estudio científico, el aprendizaje público y la 
exploración recreativa. ¡Estas colecciones vivas enfatizan el valor ecológico y educativo de las especies de 
árboles!

“A showcase of trees 
that are living their best 
lives.”

“A tranquil place then envelopes 
visitors in nature. Also a place 
that offers exploration, art, music, 
exhibitions, etc, all in a beautiful 
and natural environment.”

“I picture a preserved natural space 
where trees native/adapted to the region 
are growing and where educational 
signs/materials are displayed to help 
visitors learn about them.”

“Nada. Esa palabra no 
existe en Espanol.”

“Trees... conservation... 
education for children 
and adults... greenspace 
for now and the future.”

“Área verde con diferentes 
tipos de plantas y árboles.”

“A tree museum. A place to 
read under a shady oak. A 
place where kids can run 
freely and where one can 
truly experience being in 
nature.”What people are saying!

What people are saying!

“Tree sanctuary.”

What does San Antonio think? 

                                                     
  ¿Qué piensa San Antonio? 

What does the term “Arboretum mean to you?  � ¿Qué significa para usted el término “Arboretum”?

What does the term “Arboretum mean to you? Please share your thoughts!  �

¿Qué significa para usted el término “Arboretum”? ¡Por favor comparte sus pensamientos! 

“Lugar Lleno de arboles, reservation 

natural.”

“Bosque de arboles.”
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FOUND ONLY IN TEXAS!FOUND ONLY IN TEXAS
         AND MEXICO!

ASA Today!

                
¡ASA Hoy!

O
ld
 C
re
ek
 C
ha
nn
el

WOODBRIDGE 
AT MONTE 
VIEJO

ARBORETUM SITE

REPUBLIC 
OAKS

SE Military Trailhead

Historical Marker (1836):
Battle of Rosillo

FORMER 
FAIRWAY

TEMPORARY
TREE NURSERY

Emory Oak Trailhead

COSA 
PARKS &
REC

I-4
10

SE M
ilitar

y Dr

Sa
la
do
 C
re
ek

S W
W
 W
hite Rd

P

P

1,300
150
74
13+
2+

Texan species are rare and/or declining
Las especies de Texas son raras y/o están en declive.
Designated Threatened Species in Texas
Especies designadas como amenazadas en Texas

Designated Endangered Species in Texas
Especies en peligro de extinción en Texas

Species at risk in the Edward Aquifer eco-region
Especies en peligro en la ecorregión del Acuífero Edward

Texan species have gone extinct in the past 40 years 
Especies tejanas extinguidas en los últimos 40 años 

The Arboretum has over 85 species recorded so far!
¡El Arboretum tiene más de 85 especies registradas hasta ahora!

There are over 86 hero trees on site. Those are some big, majestic trees! 
Hay más de 86 árboles héroes en el sitio. ¡Son árboles grandes y majestuosos!” 
 

The Arboretum has over 50 recorded insect species like Red Harvester Ants!
El Arboretum tiene mas de 50 especies de insectos como las hormigas 
cosechadoras rojas!

The site floods during heavy rainstorms, creating unique experiences! 
¡El sitio se inunda durante fuertes tormentas, creando experiencias únicas!

The Arboretum as Refuge for Biodiversity in Texas

ASA Property

Adjacent Property

Vehicular

COSA Bike Trail ROW

COSA Bike Trail

Existing Cart Path

Park Trails

Salado Creek

Stream Tributaries

500 Year Floodplain

Entrance (Formal)

Entrance (Informal)

Parking

Bus Stops

Red Ant Colony 
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Agarita

Bee Bush

Black Willow

Box Elder

Cedar Elm 

Chinaberry

Eve’s Necklace

Green Ash

Gum Bumelia

Hackberry

Hogplum

Honey Locust

Honey Mesquite

Japanese Ligustrum

Littleleaf Sumac

Live Oak

Mexican Buckeye

Mexican Plum

Mulberry

Osage Orange

Pecan

Possumhaw

Senegalia

Spanish Dagger

Texas Persimmon

Wafer Ash

Wright’s Acacia

Western Soapberry

LEGEND



LEARN VISION DESIGN ACTION

6/15 7/6 8/10 10/5 TBA TBA

8/19 10/24 PROCESS
MEASURE 

ASSESS
REFLECT 
LEARN

PROCESS
MEASURE 

ASSESS
REFLECT 
LEARN

PROCESS
MEASURE 

ASSESS
REFLECT 
LEARN

Project Phases

Online surveys

Large Community Events 

Focus Groups

Pop-up Events

Fases del proyecto

Encuestas en línea

Grandes Reuniones con La Comunidad

Grupos de Discusión

Eventos Pequeños en La Comunidad

TOUCH POINTS
SO FAR

644

425+

3

Survey

Pop-up 
Events

Survey 
Responses

ASA Info 
Cards 

Distributed

Newsletters Sent
Boletines enviados

Eventos emergentesDistribución de tarjetas 
informativas ASA

Respuestas de las 
encuestas

Encuesta

1

3

Contributing Voices
Voces contribuyentes

Engagement Process
Proceso de participación

“No destroyen a mas ecosystems 
naturales y reservas naturales para 
construir edificios.”

“Por qué volver a construir lo que ya 
existe? Este parque debería ofrecer algo 
diferente a todos los demás. (Y necesita 
un buen nombre en Espanol)”

SURVEY 1 RESULTS
RESULTADOS ENCUESTA 1

“Please make sure that there 
is public transportation 
access.”

“I’m hoping the development 
of this will bring new shopping 
and eateries in the area more 
growth.”

What is a masterplan?

               
¿Qué es un Masterplan?

The Arboretum San Antonio master plan is a comprehensive strategy that outlines the long term 
vision and development goals of the organization. It is comprised of the Strategic Plan, The Site 
Plan, and the Operations and Maintenance Plans.

El plan maestro del Arboretum San Antonio es una estrategia integral que detalla la visión a largo plazo y 
los objetivos de desarrollo de la organización. Está compuesto por el Plan Estratégico, el Plan del Sitio y 
los Planes de Operaciones y Mantenimiento.

WE’RE 
HERE !

“Me encantaría verlo terminado, 
conservar las áreas verdes es 
importante para mi.”

“Please connect the 

Greenway. We desperately 

need this.”

PROJECT SCHEDULE 	 CALENDARIO DE PROYECTO

May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr
2024 2025



Vernacular & Regional Land Management Practices

Italians + Spanish 
explorers over 600,000

African & Spanish 
blood

1st Spanish 
families (1718)

59 Canary 
Islanders (1729)

40 Spanish 
couples in Bexar

German “Free 
Soilers” Polish Silesians

& 1st German 
communities

Calabria & Italian 
Silesians

From early arrivals to the 
development of the Coahuiltecan 
tribes

Yanaguana (9,200 BCE - Today)

The Slave Trade brought African 
Americans to Mexico and the US. 
The 1777 census shows that 15 
slaves constituted less than 1% of 
population. By 1860s, there were 
over 600,000 people of mixed 
African and Spanish blood.

African  (1570 - Today)

The largest Bond Program 
in San Antonio’s history is 
approved. Totaling $1.2 
billion, it includes 182 
infrastructure projects.

San Antonio opens the 100th 
mile of the Howard W. Peak 
Greenway trail system on the 
Southwest Side of the city.

City of San Antonio
2022-2027 Bond Program

H. Peak Greenway Trail 
100th Mile Complete (2023)

A Rich and Layered History
Una Historia Rica y Compleja

Historically, Indigenous traditions sustained this region
Históricamente, las tradiciones indígenas sostuvieron esta región

The Arboretum is an opportunity to celebrate the history 
and voice of this community and place - to take inspiration 
from the Indigenous traditions, artifacts, Battle of 
Rosillo memoria, and determine ways to coordinate with 
community arts groups and local and city-wide events and 
festivals.

El Arboretum es una oportunidad para celebrar la 
historia y la voz de esta comunidad y lugar: inspirarse 
en las tradiciones y artefactos indígenas, la memoria de 
la Batalla de Rosillo y determinar formas de coordinar 
con grupos artísticos comunitarios y eventos y festivales 
locales y de toda la ciudad. 

MILPA FARMING
A succession-based 

agroforestry system from 
Mesoamerica using fire and 
successive planting of crops 

and fruit trees.

NUT GROVES
Indigenous tradition of 
selecting and protecting 
pecans and walnuts in 
groves near seasonal 
encampments. 

ZUNI WAFFLE 
GARDENS

The use of contoured 
earth to collect water and 
promote infiltration to 
support trees and crops. 

COPPICING
Indigenous, Spanish, and 
Tejano use of annual cutting 
of willow and other species 
for biomass for arrows, 
wattle fence, and thatch.

ALLEY CROPPING
Tenant and sharecropper 
tradition of maximizing real 
estate with inter-planting 

orchard trees with crop rows. 

LIVE FENCES
Indigenous and Tejano 
tradition of planting and 
or selecting key trees as 

living fence posts to reduce 
maintenance. 

PINE BARRENS
Indigenous use of fire in long 
leaf pine stands to promote 
pine establishment & open 
land for hunting grounds. 

HACKBERRY AND OAK 
MOTTES

Selective preservation and 
planting of key stands or 
individual trees for cattle 

shade in pastures. 

WINDBREAKS
Post-Dust-Bowl, windbreaks 
were widely promoted 
system of using trees and 
hedges to decelerate winds 
in large farming areas.

Honey Mesquite
Prosopis glandulosa 

•	 Beans used to create a 
flour

•	 Wood for tools & bows
•	 Gum as adhesive

Pecan
Carya illinoinensis

•	 Nuts are a major food 
source, directly & 
processed into flour & 
milk/drink

Mexican Plum
Prunus mexicana

•	 Edible fruit•	 Tools, clubs, bows
•	 Tannins for leather 

treatment
•	 Use fruit for dyes

Osage Orange
Maclura pomifera

Cedar Elm
Ulmus crassifolia

•	 Tools, bows

Black Willow
Salix nigra

•	 Construction of wickiups
•	 Fiber for baskets & ropes
•	 Medicinal tinctures

•	 Tools, bows
•	 Rough leaves used to 

sand wood
•	 Edible berries

Anaqua
Ehretia anacua

San Antonio, South Texas, and the wider region have a wide and varied history with trees as a fundamental part of the 
provision and cultivation of food. Numerous traditions & strategies, including irrigation, soil management, and plant 
associations, have been developed and tested over generations. Here are a few that can inspire stories and potential 
exhibits that could be showcased at the Arboretum San Antonio.
San Antonio, el sur de Texas y la región en general tienen una historia amplia y variada con los árboles como parte 
fundamental del suministro y cultivo de alimentos. A lo largo de generaciones se han desarrollado y probado numerosas 
tradiciones y estrategias, incluido el riego, el manejo del suelo y las asociaciones de plantas. Aquí hay algunos que pueden 
inspirar historias y posibles exhibiciones que podrían exhibirse en el Arboretum San Antonio.

ARBORETUM SITE

The San Antonio Region, or Yanaguana, as referred to by Coahuiltecan 
speaking peoples, was defined by waterways, primarily by the River 
Yanaguana, not renamed San Antonio till 1691.
La Región de San Antonio, o Yanaguana, como la llaman los pueblos de 
coahuilteca, estaba definida por vías fluviales, principalmente por el río 
Yanaguana, que no fue rebautizado como San Antonio hasta 1691.

9,200 BCE 1700s 1720s 1730s 1820s 1830s 1850s 1860s 1880s 20242010s 2022 2023

San Antonio joins 
State of Texas (1845)

Brackenridge Park (1899) Botanical Garden (1980)

Presidio San Antonio 
de Bexar (1718): 

First group of Spanish 
military families Battle of the Alamo (1836)

River Walk (1941)

Mission Espada (1731)

Mission San Juan (1731)

Mission San Jose (1720)

Mission Concepcion (1755)

Hemisfair (1968)

Fort Sam Houston & 
Civil War (1865s)

Arboretum San 
Antonio (2023-)

Approved with a $30 million 
bond, the master plan 
redeveloped parks, historic sites, 
and streets. Civic Park, the final 
park, was completed in 2023.

Hemisfair Master Plan (2012)

San Antonio Missions 
National Historic Park (1978)

UNESCO World Heritage Site 
(2015):  
Only UNESCO site in Texas, 
includes all 5 missions in San 
Antonio

SAN ANTONIO RIVER

SALADO CREEK

Mass Migration Timeline Today

Timeline

Ponil
Fallugia paradoxa

•	 Arrow shafts

Coahuiltecan Ethnobotany: Indigenous Use of Plants

Takeaways Conclusiones



The Salado Greenway 25+ Miles
Millas 10+ Connected Parks

Communities on the Southside of the city are significantly more 
vulnerable to risks from heat, and experience higher levels of air 
pollution in comparison with the north. 

Parques Conectados

Ladybird Johnson Park

McAllister Park

Phil Hardberger Park

Tobin Park

Wiltshire Terrace Park
Wiltshire Terrace Park

John James Park

Jack White Park

Pletz County Park

Willow Springs Park

Martin Luther King Park

Comanche & Covington Park

Southside Lions ParkConcepcion Park
Confluence Park

Roosevelt Park

Riverwalk

Brackenridge Park

Padre Park
Mission County Park

ARBORETUM SITE

SITE

Connect to San Antonio’s 
existing Greenway System

DOWNTOWN 
SAN ANTONIO

I-
41
0

I-10

I-37

I-35

I-35

I-35

I-35

Extending the Greenway
Ampliación de la Vía Verde

Connecting the San Antonio Parks System
Conectando el Sistema de Parques de San Antonio

The Arboretum is well-positioned to service a diverse and 
growing population in the southeastern neighborhoods 
of San Antonio. These neighborhoods are underserved 
regarding parks and park amenities and have increased 
vulnerability to extreme heat. 

The Arboretum will be an extension of the Salado 
Greenway, connecting the site to San Antonio’s larger 
greenway system.

HIGH heat and 
socioeconomic 
vulnerability on 
the Southside 
compared to the 
north.

El Arboretum está  posicionado bien para prestar servicios 
a una población diversa y en crecimiento en los vecindarios 
del sureste de San Antonio. Estos vecindarios están 
desatendidos en cuanto a parques y servicios de parques y 
tienen una mayor vulnerabilidad al calor extremo. 

El Arboretum será una extensión de la Vía Verde Salado, 
conectando el sitio con el sistema de vías verdes más grande 
de San Antonio.

High Heat vulnerability

Low Heat Vulnerability

LEGEND

Source: City of San Antonio & UTSA
SA Climate Ready Plan

100-Year Floodplain

10-Minute Bike Shed

ASA Site

Neighborhood Associations

Parks

Park Trails and Bike Paths

Bike Routes

LEGEND

HOT WELLS 
MISSION RANCH

MONTE VIEJO

REPUBLIC OAKS

PECAN VALLEY

HIGHLAND HILLS

BROOKS

PASADENA 
HEIGHTS

JUPE MANOR

FOSTER 
MEADOWS

LAKESIDE

RIPOSA 
VITA

SOUTHTON COMMUNITY

Connect to existing bike paths

10 minute bike

N NTS

GREAT 
DELLVIEWSAN ANTONIO RIVER

SALAD
O
 CREEK

Takeaways Conclusiones



Largest U.S. Metropolitan 

Historic

Projected (RCP 4.5)

Projected (RCP 8.5)
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IN 2050, SAN ANTONIO CAN 

EXPECT 159 DAYS ABOVE 90 ºF

HISTORICAL

RCP 8.5

RCP 4.5

300 m
iles

325 miles

24
0 
m
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s

19
0 
m
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s

240-270 m
iles

200 miles

165 miles

340 miles

310 miles

N 0 1005025 miles

DALLAS - FORTH 
WORTH - ARLINGTON

4th

AMARILLO

MIDLAND - ODESSA

EL PASO

SAN ANTONIO

CORPUS 
CHRISTI

HILDAGO - 
MCALLEN

AUSTIN

Most populous 
U.S. City

4th
HOUSTON

145 m
iles

16
0 
m
ile
s

Most populous 
U.S. City

7th

A Regional Resource
Un Recurso Regional

An arboretum to meet future needs
Un arboreto para las necesidades futuras

By 2050, Texas is projected to see a 60% population 
increase, primarily concentrated in San Antonio and 
Austin. Alongside rising temperatures, the Arboretum has 
the potential to become a cultural, ecological and social 
sanctuary for the community.

Para 2050, se proyecta que Texas verá un aumento 
de población del 60%, concentrado principalmente 
en San Antonio y Austin. Además del aumento de 
las temperaturas, el Arboretum tiene el potencial de 
convertirse en un santuario cultural, ecológico y social 
para la comunidad y su diversa vida silvestre.wildlife.

Bexar County 

Highway System

Major Highway

Congested Highway

Distance

Amtrak Stop

Amtrak Heartland Flyer

Amtrak Sunset Limited

Amtrak Texas Eagle

LEGEND

River System

Airports

State Park

Green Space

Lakes

Arboreta

SAN ANTONIO’S YEARS WITH THE MOST 100-DEGREE DAYS 

SINCE 1970, AVG. SUMMER 
TEMPERATURES IN SAN ANTONIO 
HAVE INCREASED 3.9 DEGREES F.

DAYS ABOVE  90 
DEGREES F BY 2050

159

A FUTURE OF EXTREME HEAT

First Street Foundation; Map: Erin Davis Source: Axios 

2023 TO 2053: ANNUAL 
NUMBER OF DAYS WITH A HEAT 
INDEX ABOVE 100-DEGREE F

San Antonio is expected to receive more dramatic weather 
events by 2040, with summer temperatures increasing and 
the average number of days with more than 2 inches of rainfall 
increasing.  

Se espera que San Antonio reciba eventos climáticos más 
dramáticos para 2040, con temperaturas de verano aumentando 
y el número promedio de días con más de 2 pulgadas de lluvia 
aumentando.  

Rising Temperatures

HISTORIC AND FUTURE PROJECTIONS3

1

2

Takeaways Conclusiones

ARBORETUM SITE

THIS INCREASE IN TEMPERATURE WILL HAVE A NEGATIVE IMPACT 
ON THERMAL COMFORT, AIR QUALITY, AND ECOSYSTEMS.
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Majestic 
trees

Fantastic views
of low hills

Accessible trails
& gentle slopes

Salado Creek

Steep Edge 
Conditions

Steep Edge 
Conditions

ASA Property

Adjacent Property

Vehicular

COSA Bike Trail ROW

COSA Bike Trail

Existing Cart Path

Park Trails

Salado Creek

Stream Tributaries

500 Year Floodplain

Entrance (Formal)

Entrance (Informal)

Parking

Bus Stops

1938 20041953 1959 1995 20242012 2016
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Battle of Rosillo

N 0’ 200’100’50’

FORMER 
FAIRWAY

TEMPORARY TREE 
NURSERY

Emory Oak Trailhead

CoSA Greenway Trail

CITY OF SAN 
ANTONIO PARKS & 
RECREATION

FORMER REPUBLIC 
GOLF COURSE

I-4
10

SE M
ilitar

y Dr

Sa
la
do
 C
re
ek

S W
W
 W
hite Rd

P

P

SALADO CREEK 
GREENWAY TRAIL 
EASEMENT
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Takeaways
62% of the site is less than 5% in slope, making it easy to 
implement accessible trails and still offer great views! The 
steep slopes along Salado Creek and the high 500-year 
flood plain are the most significant constraints for locating 
programs. 

 El 62% del sitio tiene menos del 5% de inclinación, lo 
que facilita la implementación de senderos accesibles 
y aún ofrece excelentes vistas. Las inclinaciones 
pronunciadas a lo largo de Salado Creek y la alta 
llanura aluvial de 500 años son las limitaciones más 
importantes para la localización de programas.

Understanding the Site
HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT OF THE SITE | DESARROLLO HISTÓRICO DEL SITIO

Comprender el Sitio

LEGEND

Conclusiones



Defining Terms

2022 San Antonio River Basin 
Report Card by SA River Authority

Grade B

SAN ANTONIO RIVER

GULF OF 
MEXICO

BEXAR COUNTY

SALADO
 CREEK

SAN ANTONIO RIVER

GULF OF 
MEXICO

BEXAR COUNTY

Subsurface

Outcrop

5,400 SQ MI

1,250 SQ MI

Balcones Escarpment
Transition between 
freshwater and saline water

saline water

freshwater

springs

BEXAR COUNTY

2,100 SQ MI

F Public Trash B- Habitat Quality 
Index

B- Biotic Integrity 
IndexA Instream Flows

Lower Salado Creek sits 
across the Carrizo-Wilcox 
Aquifer Recharge Zone.

Carrizo-Wilcox Aquifer

The Salado Creek headwaters receive 
recharged ground water and discharges 
it across springs, wells, and surface waters 
like Salado Creek. Eventually this water joins 
with the San Antonio River.

Edwards-Trinity Aquifer

Salado Creek runs 35 miles NE-SE, where 
it converges with the Rosillo Creek and 
San Antonio River before flowing out to 
the Gulf of Mexico.

San Antonio Watershed

square miles218

Contributing Zone
Watershed where precipitation 

runoff flows into the recharge zone 
of an aquifer

Recharge Zone
Areas where water infiltrates 

through the permeable rock and 
sediment

Discharge Zone
Zone where water originating from 
an aquifer flows to outlets, i.e. lake, 

wetland, ocean etc.

ARBORETUM SITE

Where does Salado Flow?
¿Dónde desemboca el Salado?

Watershed & Aquifers
Cuencas y Acuíferos

The Arboretum is located on the Lower Salado Creek 
in the San Antonio River Basin. It is well-positioned to 
improve water quality downstream.

El Arboreto está ubicado en la parte baja de Salado Creek, 
en la cuenca del río San Antonio. Está bien posicionado 
para mejorar la calidad del agua río abajo 

SALADO CREEK

RO
SI
LL
O
 C
RE
EK

SAN ANTONIO RIVER

LIVE OAK 
SLOUGH - 

MEDINE RIVER

ROSILLO 
CREEK

22k ac

19.1k ac

31.5k ac

27.6k ac

28.9k ac

SALITRILLO 
CREEK - 
MARTINEZ 
CREEK

UPPER 
CALAVERAS 
CREEKSALADO CREEK 

- SAN ANTONIO 
RIVER

BLUE WING 
LAKE - SAN 

ANTONIO RIVER

PALO 
BLANCO 
CREEK
- MEDINE      

LOWER LEON 
CREEK

SAN PEDRO 
CREEK

OLMOS CREEK 
- SAN ANTONIO 

RIVER

WALZAM 
CREEK - 
SALADO 
CREEK

SITE

Camp Bullis

Takeaways Conclusiones



N 0’ 200’100’50’

01

02
03

04

ARBORETUM SITE

02

COMMON 
CORP

LARGE TRASH

UNDERCUT 
BANKS

UNDERCUT BANKS

HIGH BANK 
SOIL EROSION

EXTENSIVE ROOT MATS 
STABILIZE BANKS      

LARGE WOODY 
DEBRIS PROVIDES 
FISH HABITAT

HOG-FORMED WALLOWS IN STREAM BANKS

HEAVILY VEGETATED 
FLOODPLAIN

OVERHANGING VEGETATION 
SHADES STREAM & 
MODERATES WATER

ISLAND CREATE BRAIDED 
STREAM ENVIRONMENT

ALGAE MAY 
INDICATE HIGH 
NUTRIENT LOADS

Salado Creek Conditions
Condiciones ribereñas de Salado Creek

Salado Creek is the primary collector of stormwater 
coming from I-410, adjacent neighborhoods, and 
upstream flow on-site. Water quality issues related to 
erosion, nutrient pollution, and garbage are a concern. 

Salado Creek es el principal recolector de aguas pluviales 
provenientes de la I-410, los vecindarios adyacentes y el 
flujo aguas arriba en el sitio. Los problemas de calidad del 
agua relacionados con la erosión, la contaminación por 
nutrientes y la basura son motivo de preocupación 

3’ average creek depth
profundidad promedio del 
arroyo

03

68% in 100-year floodplain
en llanura inundable de 100 años

04

15’ average stream 
channel width 
Ancho promedio del 
canal de corriente

34’ historic flood crests 
Crestas de 
inundaciones 
históricas

01

4 commonly observed fish 
species
especies de peces 
comúnmente observadas

Areas with 
Erosion Concerns

Takeaways Conclusiones

Gravel & 
Stone

Undercut creates 
fish habitats

Steep 
eroding bank

Heavily Vegetated 
Floodplain

FLOODPLAIN
5’ - 8’ 
BANK

1'-2' AVERAGE 
WATER DEPTH 

25' Stream Channel

5'-10'

Vegetated Connected 
Floodplain

Massive 
Debris Pile

Bridge beyond

4'
1' AVERAGE 

WATER DEPTH 

100' -120'Floodplain 

40'-60' Stream Channel

FLOODPLAIN

Slower Moving 
Water

Small Island

Undercut Creates 
Fish Habitats

Faster Moving 
Water

3'
1' AVERAGE 

WATER DEPTH 

60' Stream Channel

FLOODPLAIN

Bridge
Island

Typical In-stream 
Tires

FLOW FLOW

Debris Pile

5' 8'

130' Longitudinal Cut



ZONE-TAILED HAWK
JAVELINA

RINGTAIL

MEXICAN FREE 
TAILED BAT

BADGER

GREEN JAY
CHACHALACAS

BLACK TAILED 
JACKRABBIT

PRONGHORN

HISTORICAL

HISTORICAL

EASTERN RED BAT

WHITE-TAILED DEER

VIRGINIA 
OPPOSSUM

EASTERN FOX 
SQUIRREL

WHITE-FOOTED 
MOUSE

AMERICAN 
BISON

MISSISSIPPI KITE

NORTHERN PARULA

BILLED CUCKOO

AMERICAN BEAVER

BARRED OWL

BOBCAT

YELLOW 
THROATED 
WARBLER

SPOTTED OCELOT

TEXAS 
TORTOISE HORNED 

LIZARD

TEXAS 
LONGNOSE 
SNAKE

NINE-BANDED 
ARMADILLO

SUMMER TANAGER

Unique Texan Ecologies

SITE

I-410

San 
Antonio

500 bird species use 
the Central Flyway 
during migration.

Temperate Grasslands, 
Savannas & Shrublands

Temperate Conifer 
Forests

Temperate Broadleaf & 
Mixed Forests

Tropical & Subtropical 
Grasslands, Savannas & 
Shrublands
Desert and Xeric 
Shrublands

PLANT HARDINESS ZONES

BIOMES

ARBORETUM SITE

N 0 1005025

SO
UT

H TEXAS PLAINS
ED

W
AR

DS PLATEAU

BL
AC

KL
AND PRAIRIE

GULF OF MEXICO

ECOSYSTEMS  ARE EXPECTED TO 
SHIFT NORTH

FOUR ECOREGIONS 
CONVERGE

FOUR ANIMAL COMMUNITIES DISPLACED 
BY FERAL HOG ACTIVITY

LOCATED ON A CONTINTENTAL 
HABITAT CORRIDOR FOR MIGRATORY 
SPECIES

1 2
3

3

South Texas Plains

South Texas Plains

Blackla
nd P

ra
ir

ie

Blackla
nd P

ra
ir

ie

Edwards Plateau

Edwards Plateau

Post  Oak Savann
ah

Post  Oak Savann
ah

RIO GRANDE

The Arboretum is well-positioned to feature plants 
from a variety of Texan ecoregions, provide habitat for 
associated animals and serve as a refuge for migratory 
species. 

El Arboretum está  posicionado bien para presentar 
plantas de una variedad de ecorregiones de Texas y 
puede servir como refugio para especies migratorias.

A Confluence of Four Texas Ecoregions
Una Confluencia de Cuatro Ecorregiones de Texas

Arboretum San Antonio’s geography at the 
convergence of four eco-regions is a unique 
opportunity to respond to climate change. 
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After changing from farmland to a golf course, the unique 
habitats on the site have mostly turned into the same type. 
However, the historical habitats suggest strong potential 
for ecosystem restoration and naturalization. 

Después de cambiar de tierras de cultivo a un campo de golf, los 
hábitats únicos en el sitio se han convertido en su mayoría en el 
mismo tipo. Sin embargo, los hábitats históricos sugieren un fuerte 
potencial para la restauración y naturalización del ecosistema.

What’s on-site Today?
La colección de especies existentes
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In the past, there were 14 habitats 
that existed at the arboretum.

En el pasado, existían 14 hábitats en el arboreto.

species total
Total de especies85+ 

invasive   
species
Especies 
invasoras

13 endemic* 
species
Especies endémicas6native  

species
Especies 
nativas

66

RED-TAILED HAWK

*Endemic species are only found in a specific geographic region
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